Data from M. M. Műller and T.G.G. Groothuis

Data on life history variables and their sources.
Table 1 
Data on life-history variables used in this study (data in bold, reference codes not in bold). Hatching spread represents the number or days between the hatching of the first egg and the last egg of a clutch. Days between eggs represents the time interval between the laying of subsequent eggs. Logistic growth rate constant represents the rate of mass increase in a sigmoid curve fitted to chick growth curves. % size difference was calculated as the mass of the core nestlings (estimated from their growth curves) at the time the last marginal chick hatched (hatching spread), divided by the size of a newly hatched chick. This represents the initial proportional size advantage of core chicks over marginal chicks.

	Common name
	Hatching spread [days]
	 
	Days between eggs
	 
	Clutch size
	 
	logistic growth rate constant
	 
	% size difference
	 

	American coot
	6.00
	1
	1.10
	1
	10.00
	1, 27
	0.06
	27
	183.6
	38

	American kestrel
	2.50
	1
	2.00
	1
	4.60
	1, 27
	0.29
	27
	212.5
	1

	barn swallow
	1.50
	21
	1.00
	1
	5.25
	2, 27
	0.485
	27
	200.0
	62, 21

	black-headed gull
	2.00
	8
	3.50
	8
	3.00
	8,27
	0.25
	27
	118.5
	45, 46

	black-legged kittiwake
	1.35
	1
	2.67
	1
	2.00
	1, 27
	0.18
	27
	126.7
	44

	blue-footed booby
	4.00
	5
	5.00
	23
	2.00
	27, 28
	0.08
	28
	215.9
	28, 39

	brown booby
	5.00
	1
	5.20
	1
	2.00
	1,27, 28
	0.11
	27
	205.0
	28

	canada goose
	0.50
	1,2
	1.46
	1
	5.30
	1, 2, 27
	0.113
	27
	-
	-

	canary
	1.50
	13
	1.00
	2
	4.00
	2
	0.32
	32
	133.3
	32

	cattle egret
	1.50
	6
	2.00
	1,2
	3.00
	1,27
	0.22
	27
	184.2
	40, 41

	cockatiel
	5.00
	10
	2.00
	25
	5.75
	10, 29
	-
	-
	287.5
	51

	collared flycatcher
	1.25
	16
	1.00
	2
	6.00
	2
	0.51
	34, 35
	187.5
	34, 35

	common grackle
	1.16
	1, 14
	1.00
	1
	5.00
	1, 27
	0.39
	33
	179.5
	33

	common tern
	2.25
	1, 7
	1.85
	1,7
	2.50
	1, 27
	0.25
	27
	140.0
	42, 43

	eastern bluebird
	0.70
	1
	1.00
	1
	4.25
	1, 27
	0.484
	27
	157.1
	57

	Eurasian kestrel
	1.50
	9
	1.50
	2
	4.50
	2
	0.29
	27
	171.4
	49, 50 

	European starling
	0.94
	2, 18
	1.00
	1
	5.00
	1, 2, 27
	0.41
	27
	145.0
	42

	feral pigeon
	0.50
	1,2,3
	1.83
	3
	2.00
	3
	0.28
	27
	110.5
	37

	great tit
	2.50
	19
	1.00
	2
	10.50
	2
	0.39
	27
	346.0
	58, 59

	homing pigeon
	0.50
	1
	1.83
	3
	2.00
	3
	0.28
	27
	110.5
	36

	house finch
	2.00
	12
	1.00
	1
	4.12
	1, 27
	-
	-
	173.7
	53

	house sparrow
	1.30
	1
	1.00
	1
	4.50
	2, 27
	0.414
	27
	145.7
	52, 1

	Imperial shag
	4.30
	4
	2.50
	22
	2.45
	22
	0.08
	30
	210.2
	30

	lesser black-backed gull
	1.60
	2
	1.38
	2
	3.00
	2
	0.13
	27
	111.8
	48

	pied flycatcher
	0.60
	2, 17
	1.00
	26
	6.50
	2
	0.51
	27
	181.8
	55, 56

	red-winged blackbird
	2.00
	1, 15
	1.00
	1, 15
	3.50
	1, 27
	0.56
	27
	225.0
	54

	tree swallow
	1.53
	20
	1.00
	1
	5.00
	1, 27
	0.46
	27
	240.0
	60, 61

	yellow-legged gull
	1.60
	2
	2.25
	24
	3.00
	24
	-
	-
	133.3
	47

	zebra finch
	2.00
	11
	1.00
	11
	5.00
	11
	0.63
	31
	200.0
	31
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